
Week 13 - Friday, December 2nd, 2022

YRDSB Student and Family Surveys
We will be inviting all students in Grades 4-12 and students in Grades K-3 to participate in the
2022-23 Every Student Counts Survey in the Spring of 2023. Surveys will be available online and will
take approximately 20 minutes to complete.

You and your child should have received a letter from the Board notifying them that the survey will be
taking place. The surveys will provide the Board and our schools with valuable information about the
learning experiences of students and families this year that are used to inform Board and school
planning and to support student achievement and well-being.

Students in Grades 4-12 will be given class time to complete the
survey at schools. Students in Grades K-3 are encouraged to
complete the survey at home with their family. Families who do not
want their child(ren) to be sent an invitation to participate in the
survey will be given a chance to opt their child out of receiving the
survey in the new calendar year.

As our first partners in education, we value input from families and encourage parents/guardians to
complete the survey. The information provided will be confidential and kept in strict accordance with
all relevant legislation.

Please contact Research Services at research.services@yrdsb.ca if you have any questions or visit the
Board website to learn more.

What’s Happening @ EMPS!

Scholastic Book Fair &  Winter Evening @ EMPS
In Person and Virtual Book Fair - November 28th to December 6th
Our Book Fair is coming to a close this week.  We wish to thank all of our students,
families and volunteers for their support.  In addition, we were so thrilled to see so
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many of our families join us for our evening event.  There were Book Fair sales, hot beverages, treats,
family games and crafts and an  art auction with work from our own EMPS student artists.  All funds
raised will support library programs and enhancements.  We are very grateful to our EMPS families
and community.

Virtual Book Fair Extension Link: https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5184726

EMPS Winter Concert - Thursday, December 15th, 2022
EMPS students will be showcasing their talents to our community this evening with
performances from our musical groups, different classes and students.  This event is
a fundraiser to support enhancements to our music programs.  Families are invited to
join us on December 15th either for a daytime performance or for the evening
performance.  Please go to School Cash Online for details and to purchase tickets.
There is a limit on the number of tickets available for sale.  Please connect with the
office if you need assistance.
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COMING SOON! STUDENT NEWSPAPER!
Enjoy a sneak preview of our Student Newspaper!
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Ascending Sisters Pilot Project:

Elder’s Mills is pleased to announce that it is one of the schools piloting the Ascending Sisters
Mentorship Program.  In alignment with the Dismantling Anti-Black Racism Strategy, Ascending
Sisters serves as a mentorship program that connects Black girls and non binary students with
self-identified Black YRDSB staff (e.g., teachers, educational assistants, Child and Youth workers,
support professionals, administrators). Cisgender girls, transgender girls and non binary students from
grades 7-10 in selected pilot schools are all welcome to participate.

Through targeted wellness, health and mentorship opportunities, students will be provided with the
opportunity to develop a stronger sense of self, promote healing, increase ability to advocate,
communicate effectively and further enhance their leadership skills.

Please contact the Black Excellence Planning Team at Blackexcellence@yrdsb.ca if you have further
questions.
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Family events in the community:
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NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE COMMUNITY

Caregiver Orientation - Tamil and English - Register at this link
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Strategies for a Successful Winter Break Register at this link
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EMPS wants to hear from families! If you have not already had
the opportunity, please take a few minutes to complete this
survey.  Questions are optional and anonymous.

The survey may also be accessed at this link: EMPS Family Survey
2022

Report Cards: Progress Report Cards were distributed electronically.  All students
should have received their report cards by Monday, November 28th.  Please check
your child’s @gapps.yrdsb account to access the report card.

Weather Watch: All students are expected to go out for every recess, weather permitting.
Students are to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors.  Please
make sure that your children are dressed properly for the weather.

On the Horizon….

December
15 - Winter Concert
16 - Las Posadas
19 - First Day of Hanukkah

21- Pancha Ganapati
21 - December Solstice
22 - Staff vs. Student
Volleyball

23 - Last day of classes
25 - Christmas (Western)
26 - Kwanzaa
26 - Last Day of Hanukkah
January 9 - Classes resume

Hanukkah - Judaism:*
The Festival of Lights and the Feast of Dedication, commemorates the victory of Judah the
Maccabee and religious freedom, and the rededication of the Temple in 165 BCE.  It also
celebrates the power of God and the faithfulness of Israel.

Las Posadas - México:*
One of the most popular Christmas traditions in Mexico is Las Posadas (Spanish for ‘lodging’ or
accommodation’), a nine day celebration/observation beginning December 16th and ending
December 24th.  The ritual has been a tradition in Mexico for over 400 years.

*Source:  YRDSB’s Multifaith Calendar

Wishing you a wonderful weekend!

Eugenia Korinis Omari White
Principal Vice-Principal
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